
1 

 

Luke 19:11-27 Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

Last Judgment Sunday Winchester, VA 

Investing Your Mina Pastor Paul Krueger 

 November 6, 2016 

 

I can remember as a young child somewhere around four or five seeing a twenty-dollar 

bill skittering across the asphalt in a grocery store parking lot.  With that landfall discovery, I 

doubled my net worth overnight.  My parents must have watched Mary Poppins recently, 

because they talked me into investing that money.  Not open-market trading or anything crazy 

they simply helped me to open up a savings account so that I could earn some interest on that 

twenty-dollar bill.  Investing can be a very wise decision. 

Not everyone chooses to invest though.  In 2008, when the market crashed, people 

around the world pulled the money that they had been investing out of the banks and the stock 

markets because they feared that if they kept it there they were going to lose it.  That seemed like 

a smart idea for a certain, elderly Israeli woman.  When the markets crashed, she pulled her life’s 

savings of nearly one million dollars out of the bank and stashed it in her mattress back home.  It 

was safest place, or so she thought, for her money.  And then the unthinkable happened.  Her 

daughter, in an act of pure generosity, surprised her by buying her a new mattress and sticking 

the old one out on the curb.  By the time her mother found out what had happened and explained 

why that was such a terrible idea, the million-dollar mattress had been picked up and taken to a 

landfill that received over 2500 tons of refuse each day.  They searched for a long time, but they 

never found that mattress.  And you have to wonder, if she had been investing that money would 

she have lost it? 

Should you invest, or shouldn’t you?  Are you investing, or aren’t you?  Those are the 

questions I want you to think of this morning as we take a look at the Parable of the Ten Minas.  

Before we jump into it though, let’s answer the question, “What is a mina?”  Maybe you noticed 

that title of our message and the theme of our service this morning is Investing Your Mina.  So, 

what is a mina?  A mina is a weight measurement equivalent to 1 ¼ lbs.  At the time of Jesus, a 

mina of gold was about three months or 100 days’ wages, maybe somewhere around ten to 

fifteen thousand dollars.  But exactly how much it was worth isn’t all that important because 

what we’ll see is that in the parable that Jesus tells, the mina is really representative of something 

else. 

In Jesus’ parable, there was a rich nobleman who was setting off for a faraway country so 

that he could be appointed king after which he would return.  Now, that may not make the most 

sense to us, but at Jesus’ time, when you had multiple kingdoms under the vast umbrella of the 

Roman empire, it was a pretty common practice.  For example, when King Herod wanted to be 

king, he had to go all the way to Rome to ask Caesar Augustus to appoint him as king of Samaria 

and Judea.  So, as the nobleman in the parable set off to be made king, he gave one mina a piece 

to ten of his servants and told them to invest it, saying, put this money to work until I come 

back. 

There is a very similar parable in the Gospel of Matthew which Jesus would tell about a 

week and a half later, after He had arrived in Jerusalem.  But the master in that parable gave each 

of his servants a different amount of gold, each according to his ability.  Here it’s the same gift 

given to each one of them.   

After the nobleman had gone away, some of his subjects who weren’t too keen on having 

him as their king, sent an embassy after him to protest his being made king.  But, their delegation 
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failed.  He was made king and returned just as he had promised.  Then he sent out to have each 

of those servants to whom he had given that trust of one mina brought before him so he could 

hear how they had managed it while he was away.   

One of the servants had been very successful, he had increased the mina ten-fold!  Well 

done, my good servant! the nobleman exclaimed and as a reward for the man’s faithfulness he 

put him in charge of ten cities in his kingdom.  A second man proved to have increased his trust 

five-fold and the king, in like fashion, put him in charge of five cities.   

Finally, we see another of the servants come forward.  He hadn’t invested the trust at all 

but had kept it to himself, tucked away in a handkerchief until the king returned.  The king 

reprimanded him sternly, stripped away the one mina that he had been given and gave it to the 

man that had ten.  And then in an equally harsh move of justice, he had commanded that all those 

subjects who had rebelled against him be gathered together and put to death.   

That’s the parable.  And now we ask the question: So… what?  What’s the point?  What 

does this parable mean for us?  In the parable of the talents that we find in Matthew, it seems that 

Jesus is giving instruction in faithfully using our God given gifts and abilities—or, as they’ve 

come to be known because of that parable—our talents, which are different for every single one 

us.  But here Jesus is talking about faithfully using the one gift which has been given to every 

single one of us.  It’s the gift that we celebrated last week as we looked at the Lutheran 

Reformation: the message of reconciliation, the gospel news that sinners are set free from the 

bondage of sin and restored to a right relationship with God, through the death and resurrection 

of Jesus, His Son.   

The mina—the trust, which God has given to each and every one of us—is the gospel.  

And just as the nobleman in the parable commanded his servants to put their trust to work until 

he came back, our King has commanded you and me to do the same with the trust He’s given to 

us.  Last week, in our text from 2 Corinthians, we read that God has committed to us the ministry 

of reconciliation.  Ours is the privilege and responsibility to go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them 

to obey everything He has commanded us. 

When it comes to personal finances, there isn’t any hard and fast law on how we manage 

it.  Some people invest in savings bonds, some people invest in stocks, some may simply utilize a 

savings account to get a small amount of interest earnings on their money, and some people 

might stockpile it in a piggy bank or a mattress.  But when it comes to the gospel message which 

God has entrusted to each and every one of us, we do have a hard and fast guideline, because 

God commands us to put the Word to work, to invest it by sharing the message it contains with 

other people. 

Today is Last Judgement Sunday, an opportunity at the end of the year to look forward to 

the day when our risen and ascended Lord will return to judge the living and the dead.  What the 

Parable of the Ten Minas shows us is that when He comes, Jesus is going to find three groups of 

people.  The first group are those who have put the gospel to work, dedicating their lives to 

sharing that message of salvation through Jesus.  By God’s power and grace, their efforts in 

spreading the gospel message will have produced a harvest five, ten, even hundreds of times 

over.  Just think about the impact that can come from telling one person about Jesus’ love.  That 

person, in turn, might go and tell two people about what God has done for them, and they could 

each go and tell five people, and so on and so on.  Investing the message of life and salvation, by 

sharing it with other people can produce tremendous dividends! 
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And way better than with finances, when it comes to the gospel, there’s no risk in 

investing.  You can share the gospel with a thousand people and at the end of the day you will 

have no less gospel for yourself than you started with.  In fact, you have more.  Have you ever 

heard that the best way to learn something is to teach it to someone else?  When you invest your 

mina, when you put the gospel to work by sharing it with other people you may not see 

immediate payout in the person you’re talking to, but you will solidify those truths for yourself.  

So, no matter what, there’s dividends. 

There’s another group of people that Jesus is going to encounter at the Last Judgement: 

those who openly rebelled against Him, the ones who never wanted Him as their King in the first 

place.  We call them unbelievers.  But whether you believe Jesus is King or not; whether you 

want Jesus to be your King or not; He is.  Jesus is the King and He will return in Judgment.  Our 

parable this morning ended with a pretty harsh description of what is coming for those people 

who do not place their trust in Jesus.  And that can serve as an added encouragement for us to 

invest our mina in those people.  To share God’s Word with them so that by His grace they too 

may share in the salvation that comes through Jesus. 

Then there’s the last grouping of people, the group represented by that third servant who 

didn’t invest his mina at all but wrapped it up it a cloth and tucked it away.  But it’s really not a 

third group, is it?  Because that servant has everything taken away from him by the king, and so 

his fate ends up being the same as those who were open enemies of the king.   

So this is where there’s a pretty big warning for people like you and me.  Our King, our 

risen and ascended Lord has given us a mina.  He’s given us the glorious news of sins forgiven.  

And He has instructed us to put it to work, to invest it by proclaiming that news to the world.  

Should you invest it, or shouldn’t you?  That’s a pretty clear, Yes!  But are you investing, or 

aren’t you?  And to make it even trickier, are you investing as much as you could?  That one 

takes a little more thought, doesn’t it? 

In Sunday School today, the adults are going to be looking at the relationship between 

“truth” and “love.”  The devil gains a lot of traction when he gets people to separate truth and 

love.  There are a lot of people today who would argue that the Christian Church needs to stop 

focusing so much on doctrinal truth and focus more on love.  But you can’t separate truth and 

love.  Any “love” that stems outside of the truth of God’s Word isn’t really love at all.  It’s 

misguided, and it won’t lead people closer to their Savior, it will only lead them away from Him.  

One of the great blessings of the Lutheran Reformation is that understanding of the importance 

of doctrinal truth.   

We pride ourselves as Lutherans on our concern for preserving the truth and purity of the 

Scriptures.  And Satan is aware of that, so he tries to drive us into the ditch on the other side of 

the road.  All the doctrinal truth in the world will not accomplish anything if we, as God’s 

servants, don’t have enough love to share it with others.  If we know the law, but don’t use it to 

correct someone who is sinning that’s not investing the gift God has given us.  If we know the 

gospel, but instead of sharing it with someone who is lost in sin we hide it under a bushel basket 

or wrap it up in a cloth and tuck it into our pocket, “boy, I’m sure thankful I’m saved!” that isn’t 

love, that’s sinful selfishness.  If you choose a congregation like Shepherd of the Hills only 

because it’s a great place where you can come with your family to hear God’s Word presented in 

its truth and purity and learn about your salvation and don’t use it as an opportunity to work 

together with brothers and sisters in Christ to share the message of Jesus with this community or 

with your community, then are you investing your mina as best as you can? 
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We cannot keep the treasure of the gospel to ourselves.  We have to invest it.  We have to 

share it.  And our motivation to do that comes from the gospel itself; it comes from the love that 

Jesus has shown to us.  A fact that I was reminded of as I prepared this message.  I have not been 

a faithful steward of the gospel.  I have not invested God’s Word as best as I can.  In fact, I’ve 

failed so hard at times that to think about it makes me sick to my stomach.  And so, I know I 

deserve to be punished by my King, just like those enemies of the king in the parable. 

But here’s another fact to remember: my King—your King—when He told this parable, 

was on His way to the city of Jerusalem.  And He was heading there not to slaughter His enemies 

who had rejected Him as their Messiah and King, but to be slaughtered for them.  He was going 

there to offer Himself as the atoning sacrifice to God for all the times you and I have failed to 

invest the gospel by sharing it with others and for all the other sins you and I have committed.  

He took the guilt of those sins on Himself and bore the price for those sins, He died for you in 

love so that now when God looks at you He sees only the righteousness of Christ and He says 

well done, good and faithful servant.   

That relief the gospel brings by removing the burden of our sins, the peace that it fills us 

with through the knowledge of forgiveness, and the joy that it instills in us through the hope of 

our salvation is too great a treasure to keep to ourselves.  This coming week may God bless your 

study of the Word.  May that relief and peace and joy fill your hearts until they overflow so that 

the love of Jesus compels you to invest your mina, and share that message of the gospel with the 

people in your life.  Amen. 

To Him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before His glorious 

presence without fault and with great joy—to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power, 

and authority through Jesus Christ our Lord... now and forevermore.  Amen. 

 


